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them to " climb the slopes with precaution, and on all-fours
to the last step when necessary, always ready to meet the
enemy and avoid being taken by surprise/' "The division
shall never form in rigid order/' "The enemy never gets to
his steel weapon except when the soldiers run/' For fighting
on the hills and slopes he recommended a practice contrary
to the orthodox precepts. And finally, he knew that nothing
disconcerted the enemy more than serenity. In battle the
man who remained master of himself always held a decisive
superiority over his adversary. And against panic and sudden
terror, which sometimes appeared among the troops, bring-
ing disasters such as the one at Annual, there was no remedy
other than good officers, determined and unimpressionable,
who stuck to their posts.
Franco mastered the science and art of war. " His brain
is worth a million men/* was the expression of a famous mili-
tary critic. Millan Astray said that he was the prototype of
the soldier who reacts to a situation with intelligence and
energy. He would obtain minute information concerning
the conditions of the battleground and lie would anticipate
with precision that which might happen and rapidly work
out a solution for each particular case. He always knew the
extent of his resources and the potentialities of the men at
his command. And to these exceptional qualities he united
bravery.
As a result he has been able to master critical situations
which have presented themselves before him with risk of
disaster, and has turned them to victories. That is what took
place at GurugiS, and at the Palomas mountains where an
enemy that was enraged and superior in numbers attempted to
surround Franco's forces, a manoeuvre which lacked stra-
tegy. "That which creates victory is, above all, the action
of the commanding officer," said Marshal Foch.
In the many tests he was put to in the course of his cam-